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Wepnespay, Fes. Ist, 1854. 








E. T. SMITH to DOUGLAS JER- 
ROLD, Esq., Editor of ‘‘ Lioyd’s News- 
paper,” in reply to an Article under the 
head of “* Soup at Drury Lane,” which 
appeared in that Journal of January 
22nd, 1854. 


My Dear Jerrotp,—Allow me most sin- 
cerely to apologise for not forwarding to 
you a Ticket for Soup. Having made this 
polite commencement, I will take leave 
seriatim to reply to the remarks which the 
deep chagrin of your unfed Archeus has 
caused you to vomit against Mr. G. V. 
Brooke and myself, You set out by stating 
you have not tasted the Soup at Drury 
Lane. Why not? Could I imagine that 
one se hungry would wait a ceremonious in- 
vitation? I thought I recognised you in 
the person of a sour and shivering Pantaloon 
who attempted the harmless fraud of ob- 
taining double allowance, It appears I was 
mistaken, Yet the man and the act were 
so like you, that, but for your assurance you 
had not tasted the Soup, I should still be- 
lieve in the identity. 

You observe that you do not know whether 
it is as strong as Mr. Gustavus Brooke’s 
voice or as weak as his acting, nor can you 
take upon yourself to say whether it is more 
wishy-washy even than the dramas I have 
latey produced. Having had the honour 
of engaging and re-engaging Mr. Brooke, 
I can speak from experience of his acting, 
for I have found it strang enough to draw the 
public fromJsurrounding and distant parts at 
two o’clock in the day, and to secure the 
presence of the same audience in the eve- 
ning. 


In reference to the “‘ wishy-washy dramas,” 
I can only say that I may not be so fit to 
sit in judgment upon dramatic writing as 
you are; nor will I imitate your unworthy~ 
ness by detracting from your ability as a 
playwright. Like Asmodeus, when your 
acts are upon the stage you are amusing. 
Send me something that is not “* wishy- 
washy ” and I will pay you liberally, as 1 
have done. before. You say that the na- 
tional drama must be sunken low indeed 
when its FAVOURITE HOME is turned into a 
Soup Kitchen. How long, in late years, 
has Drury Lane been the “favourite home” 
of the national drama? With great defer- 
ence I submit that Mr. Brooke’s perform- 
ances made it so—is ‘‘ weakness”’ sheltered 
by the desolate Melpomene, 

You charge me with deception, and un- 
hesitatingly express your disbelief in my 
philanthropy, and accuse me of giving 
away a basin of soup in the hope that the 
public, by filling my theatre, will give mea 
dinner in r turn. The reverse is the fact. 
The public have, by filling my theatre, 
given me the dinner I now give the poor— 
the soup in return. 

I can imagine a queer and querulous 
man at war with human nature—as you 
notoriously are—not giving credit to others 
for attributes he never himself possessed nor 
understood. N’importe, I am content ‘to 
give away soup while you sell scurrility, 
and to leave the public to decide which of 
the two is the greater philanthropist. You 
express your ignorance as to whether the 
charity is extended to the actors of my estab- 
lishment. Where independence can be 





| obtained charity can be dispensed with. 
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My actors are all paid; and even in harder 
times half salaries were unknown to them. 
The soup, you suggest, would be handy to 
Mr. Brooke, as he was born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth, This is an envious 
joke on spoons, emanating from an old 
wooden one, 

Speaking of Mr. Brooke's benevolence— 
donations to the poor-box of the several 
police courts, giving blankets, money, &c., 
to the poor—you remark “it is very strange 
that it should take this burst at this parti- 
cular period of the year.” It would be 
stranger, I think, if Mr. Brooke gave away 
blankets in the height ofsummer. If the 
late severe weather did not offer an appro- 
priate season for the dispensation of relief to 
the starving and friendless, I am at a loss to 
find one. May I take the liberty of asking 
what period of the year you select for the 
celebration of similar acts ? 

You inquire ‘‘ Where is the flood of phi- 
lanthropy to stop?” I answer your ques- 
tion—With yourself. Your energies have 
been devoted (in the article I reply to) to 
dam the stream—to stay the current of 
benevolence, and you offer nothing to the 
poor in its place. Satanized, indeed, must 
be the mind of that man who heaps abuse 
upon those whose only offence is giving 
away soup, bread, and blankets to the poor, 
and sending donations to the poor-boxes of 
police courts during a winter of unusual 
and obstinate severity. You are fortunate 
in having a Journal at your command; for 
you can attack those who have not the same 
vehicle of response, almost with impunity, 
Besides, too, your age is in your favour: in 
the words of Samuel Johnson, “it brings 
you one privilege, namely, that of being 
insolent and supercijious without punish- 
ment.” I am, yours, &c., 

Jan., 1854. E. T. Smit. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


DRURY LANE. 


Tue first appearance of Mr. G. V. Brooke, 
since his tour through the provinces, brought 
together a tremendous assembly of play- 
goers on Monday night. Every nook in 
the theatre was occupied long before the 
curtain drew up, and many hundreds were 
obligedto leave the house who could not 
obtain admittance. On the entry of Mr. 














Brooke on the stage the waving of hats and 
handkerchiefs from all parts of the house 
was immense ; the clapping of hands and 
the anxiety of the audience was never 
greater in the annals of theatricals, and 
when he commenced his character the house 
became as silent as death. The character 
Mr. Brooke chose upon the occasion was 
that of Lucius Junius Brutus, in the Fall of 
Tarquin. To give an account of the beauty 
of his acting in this difficult and arduous 
part would fill a volume, it requiring so 
great a versatility of talent to give proper 
effect to the authar’s meaning. Suffice it 
to say, that in every respect Mr. Brooke 
fulfilled this to the very letter. ‘It has been 
said of this actor he can only depict revenge 
and fury, but he has proved he can portray 
the deep pathos and the finer feelings of our 
nature to the fullest extent. “His delivery 
of the speech over the dead body'of Lucretia, 
and the interview with Titus before passing 
sentence, was that of-a heart-broken high 
spirit, which, while he was determined to 
act as the noble Roman, he had the feelings 
of the father and a love for his country. 
Mr. Relton, although labouring under severe 
indisposition, was never seen to better ad- 
vantage—his acting deserves the highest 
encomiums, and he was most deservedly 
applauded. A Mr. Pearson, from Liver- 
pool, made his first appearance in the cha- 
ractet of Velarious, and was favourably 
received ; and Miss F, Cathcart, from the 
same theatre, who will prove a useful mem- 
ber to the establishment. Miss Lewis, as 
Lucretia, played with particular care, and 
gave a tone to the part we have seldom 
witnessed ; the modest and virtuous house- 
wife was admirably sustained. The play is 
admirably put upon the stage; there isa 
scene, where the mob breaks into the Senate 
House, the most effective ever witnessed on 
any stage—itis indescribable. Mr. Brooke 
was summoned before the curtain at the 
conclusion amidst immense cheering. The 
pantomime went off with increased eclat, 


HayMarkEt.—The morning perform- 
ance of the pantomime, on last Thursday, 
at this theatre proved most successful. The 
house was crowded, and the applause and 
laughter of the juvenile patrons, who at- 
tended numerously on the occasion, was 
unbounded at the comicalities of The Three 
Bears, and the droll tricks and feats of the 
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pantomime group in the harlequinade. 
During the present week Miss Cushman 
will repeat her characters of Bianca (Fazio ), 
and Mrs. Haller ( Stranger). On Saturday 
Mr. Buckstone, Mr. Compton, Mrs, Fitz- 
william, and the comic strength of the 
company will be assembled in the comedy 
of the Hope of the Family, 


MaryLesong.—The late Leman Rede’s 
highly-popular melo-drama The Rake’s 
Progress has been revived here, and proved 
a most satisfactory speculation to the 
management, as, in conjunction with the 
pantomime, it has attracted very capital 
houses during the past week. The hero of 
the piece, Tom Rakewell (originally played 
by the author himself) was represented by 
Mr. E. F. Edgar, a gentleman possessed of 
some ability. Mr. Henry Vandenhoff rat- 
tled through Harry Markham with a good 
deal of spirit and volubility, and Mr. W. 
Shalders, as Sam Slap, the dishonest dealer 
in horse flesh, was exceedingly amusing ; 
but the best character by far, although in 
itself insignificant, was the Snump of Mr. 
G. Cooke; that gentleman portrayed the 
untiring and remorseless persecutor of the 
confederated scoundrels, Sam and Ned most 
admirably, Miss Emily Horton played 
Fanny Moreland with much feeling and 
lady-like deportment, and Miss F. Garth- 
waite, as Betty Higgins, ‘a sketch from 
nature,” by no means belied that appellation; 
her acting being very truthful and enter- 
taining. 

QueEEN’s.—The denizens of the extensive 
district in which this theatre stands the un- 
disputed temple of the drama have flocked 
to it in large numbers to witness the splen- 
did Diorama of Constantinople and the 
Dardanelles, exhibited in the excellent 
pantomime of Harlequiu King Richard ye 
Thirde. 


City or Lonpon.—The well-managed 
effect produced by a sea of broken ice repre- 
sented in Mr. E. Stirling’s new drama, 
The Struggle for Gold, is pronounced per- 
fectly startling by all who have witnessed 
it, as Mr. Nelson Lee’s pantomime of 7'he 
Onian Queen is admitted to be the best that 
his facile invention has ever produced, 


Natrona. Stanparp.—Another adapta- 
tion of the drama which is now the rage at 
some of the minor theatres has been brought 








out at this theatre with all its striking effects, 
including the great scene of the “ Sea of 
Ice,” upon which, extraordinary outlay has 
been made by the management 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
NOTICE. 

Tue 14th Volume, for 1853, is now ready, and may be had 
at our office, 113, Fleet Street, of Lacy, Wellington Street, 
Strand, and Harris, Bow Street. Price 4s. 6d. 

Harry B. VeNnory.—We have not room for the letter, or 
we would willingly insert it. 

E. T.—This is the third year Mr. C. Kean has had the 
Prrincess’s. Mr. Maddox had it before him. 

B. F. 8. B.—We do not now recollect the character Wid- 
dicombe played in the Golden Farmer—write to hiin at 
the theatre. 

G. B. R.—Enquire at the Soho or Cabinet Theatres. In all 

~ probability they will play Ochel/o shortly. 

Civitas.—We believe he is friendly enough towards us 
—the errors he spesks of will always occur in sucha 
publication, and, although words may be spelt wrong 
the meaning is conveyed; as for the orthography, while 
our friend is finding fault with us, he has committed the 
same error himself. 

L. R.—We have recieved a letter from the lady, requesting 
we will not give any further information. 

A Yoururut Asprrant.—You can perform any play you 
please, but you must not take money at the doors, or sell 
tickets where the performance takes place. 


‘Terms for Advertisements. 
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The Theatrical Journal. 








WEDNESDAY, FEB. Ist, 1854. — 





THE QUIXOTIC EDITOR. 
“The dog star rages! nay, ’tis past a doubt.” 


Ir is said of Ben Jonson, that he would 
rather lose his friend than a joke. We 
think it may be said of Mr. Jerrold that he 
would rather lose his creditable popularity 
than curb that spirit of bitter misanthrophy 
which has tainted his miscellaneous writings 
of late ; and we are very glad to perceive 
that his last attack, unjustifiable in the ex- 
treme, has called down upon him a well- 
merited castigation from Mr. E. T. Smith, 
the lessee of Drury Lane, which will doubt- 
lessly teach him to be cautious, in future, 
on whom he pours his spite. We are led 
into these remarks by Mr, Jerrold’s attack 
on Mr. Smith, and by the latter gentleman’s 
spirited reply in large posters, which he 
has placarded throughout the metropolis, 
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a copy of which is on our first page. 
Surely there are abuses out of number, 
which loudly call for the vigorous pen to 
eradicate them, without turning into ridicule 
an act of charity, which, to every right 
feeling man, must appear as meritorious as 
it is benevolent—leaving the motive out of 
the question; which, by the way, we cannot 
conceive to be an interested one; seeing 
that the public look so little at the character 
of the professional man, when their amuse- 
ment stands in the way. Crabbed and 
soured indeed must be the spirit that would 
not give the credit of humanity to the man 
who bestows a basin of soup upon his starv- 
ing fellow man, in the most inclement season 
of the year! Isthis the Mr. Jerrold who so 
touchingly recites the poverty and sufferings 
of poor Patty Butler,* and yet ridicules the 
man who relieves those that suffer the pri- 
vations she endured? Is it the Mr. Jerrold 
who drew the character of the noble Cap- 
stick ?+ whose benevolence and good nature 
is enough to make those who read about 
him Howards and Frys? Alas! for the 
inconsistency of human. nature; men will 
still (in some instances, only some) blubber 
over the carcase of a donkey, while their 
parents perish of destitution—such is preach- 
ing and practice. 

It is quite time Mr, Jerrold received a 
check; the course he has pursued towards 
another manager, Mr, Kean we mean, has 
been marked throughout by the paltry spirit 
of spite, arising, we believe, from some 
private difference respecting St. Cupid, Mr. 
Jerrold’s last comedy, But, whatever may 
be the cause, no reasoning can justify the 
malicious attacks, and we have all a long 
regretted that the columns of a public 
Journal should be the vehicle to avenge 
private pique, and still more have we re- 
gretted that Mr. Jerrold should have been 
the man to adopt such a course, 

We had hoped, until lately, that public 
writers had acquired a kindlier spirit than in 
the days of Pope ; however, one man has 
proved the contrary. But we trust the 
spirit of the times will condemn such an 
abuse of privilege, and that it will convince 
those who attempt it, that it is not to be led 
away by false reports, however piquantly 
dished up; it may tickle for the moment, 

but reflection discovers its origin, and con- 
tempt erases it from the memory. 
* Story of a Feather, t St. James and St. Giles. 











We regret being compelled to take up our 
pen against Mr. Jerrold; but favourites 
must not be suffered to pursue a course 
which is unjust and cruel towards those who 
depend upon the public for support ; were 
they abuses he had attacked we should ap- 
plaud; but where good intentions are per- 
verted to gratify private feelings, we must 
condemn. At the same time, trusting cool 
reflection will convince Mr. Jerrold of the 
goodness of Mr, Smith’s intentions, and that 
he will give him the credit he deserve for 
affording a refuge to Charity in the Temple 
of Thespis. J. F. L. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


CABINET THEATRE. 


The Lady of Lyons was performed here on 
Saturday to a thin but a highly respectable 
audience. Mr. Bryden, who seldom as- 
sumes a character, played Melnotte in a 
gentlemanly manner, and was dressed as a 
prince ought to be; Mr. Sherwin deserves 
credit as Beauseant; and Mr. Harding 
acted the part of Damas effectively. The 
principal novelty of the evening was the 
introduction of a young lady, a pupil of 
Mrs. W. West's, in the character of Pauline 
—this young aspirant has many advantages 
for the stage, her figure is much in her 
favour, and her voice and features very 
pleasing; she evinced in her acting proofs 
of careful study, and only requires practice 
and confidence to make her an acquisition 
to the stage. Let her play the part again, 
and get the confidence required, and we 
feel certain she will improve with study. 
She wore some splendid dresses, and looked 
very lady-like ; we were glad to hear her 
called for at the conclusion of the play, a 
compliment she was deserving of. Miss 
Herbert, as Madame Deschapples, looked 
the character to the life, and acted with her 
usual ability and humour. 


MISS MURRAY, MISS LECLERCQ, 
AND MISS F. HUGHES, 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Srr,—In my last to you I made Miss Mur- 
ray the subject of my notice, and I think 
all those that know her will agree with me 
that she made a very pretty subject—would 
that I could do her justice—but, sir, whilst 
I fail, I would observe, that here I might 
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expend no.end of ‘sheets of paper. with the 
bare recital of her charms! but I will not, 
they speak for themselves, Her claims, I 
grant you, are forgotten ; but it is the way 
with the world. Miss Murray’s superiors 
are few and far between ; her inferiors mus- 
ter strong, and it is to appease the jealously 
that cankers in the breasts of her theatrical 
inferiors that the public are the sufferers in 
seeing her so seldom. 

Since my last appeared in the columns of 
your Journal Miss Murray has been thrice 
to Windsor, this, I think, looks well; she 
has been the heroine in three successive 
pieces before her Majesty, and, in conse- 
quence of the lamented illness of Mrs. C, 
Kean, Miss Murray now enacts the part of 
Myrrah, and well she looks the part—aye, 
and acts it too. I would not thus have 
troubled you with any comments of my 
own upon this most accomplished and fasci- 
nating actress, but I cannot shut my eyes to 
this—she is not made enough of at the 
Princess’s—why I cannot say, Mr. Kean 
knows best; but, permit me to inform him, 
that whilst he is injuring Miss Murray he is 
injuring himself, for many go to see Miss 
Murray only—actresses of. her stamp are 
not so very common. Let Miss Murray, 
then, I say, take part in all the pieces at 
the Theatre Royal Princess’s, where talent 
and where beauty is required. 

But of Miss Leclercq I would say one 
word ; this pretty fascinating actress is quite 
established as a public favourite ; no comedy 
at the Princess’s is seeable without her ; 
she instills both life and interest into every- 
thing she plays, and, when we think that 
this young lady was four years ago nothing 
but a ballet girl, she bids fair, sir, I think, 
to make a “stir,” if,\indeed, she does not 
now. Her acting borrows all its charm 
from being life-like; the public often see 
her, but she is always welcome in whatever 
piece she plays. Le 

And now a passing word on Miss F, 
Hughes, a young, but pretty debutante, 
The Bachelor of Arts is the only piece in 
which she has yet acted, but. she shews un- 
questionable talent, and with very consider- 
able personal charms she unites no little 
ability as an actress, . 

The oftener these young ladies play, the 
better for the theatre-going public with 
whom they are established favourites; all 


all three have. claims to be “great stars,” 
Yours from the tomb, 
Tus Guost or Liston, 


PROPOSED DRAMATIC SCHOOL, 
To the: Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 

Sirn,—As a great deal of anxiety ‘prevails 
amongst the public respecting the progress 
of Mr. G. V. Brooke's proposed Dramatic 
School,: perhaps, now he- has returned’ to 
town he will enlighten us a little upon the 
subject; and it would, at the same time,’ be 
very desirable to know what amount has 
already been raised for the purpose, and 
how the remainder is: proposed to be’ ob- 
tained ? -IsLINGTONIAN. | 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, : 


Sir,—I was highly delighted on Saturday 
se’nnight by the performance of the Jerrold 
Dramatic Club, at the St. James’s Theitre; 
The performance, for amateurs, was admi- 
rable, and I must notice that (two or three) 
withfpractice, may, in time, class themselves 
amongst the highest on our standard for the 
drama. Those more particularly were 
Jasper, Sir Luke; Master Cedar, and Bro- 
noun Pronoun. I must speak of these as a 
most natural, unaffected piece of acting, 
I must express my happiness at seeing such 
a united and respectable body of young 
men joined to such a moral ‘and beneficial 
society, going hand in hand and assisting 
their fellow men in so praiseworthy and 
glorious a mamer. Great praise is also 
due to Mr. Dorrington, the indefatigable 
secretary of the J..D. C., and am happy to 
see such talent brought to light by the un. 
wearied energy of the respectable members 
ofthe J: D.C. ‘Tam, yours, respectfully, 
: A Critic, ° 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 
S1x,—It was with great pleasure I witnessed 
a dramatic performance of the members of 
the Marylebone Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, on Tuesday, Jan. 3rd—it did 
them great credit, After an address de- 
livered by Mr. Stain, explanatory of the 
objects of the class, the performance begun 
with “‘ Hamlet’s address to the players,” by 
Mr. Birden—his voice is rather, thick at 
present, but with a little practice, I doubt 
not, he. will. prove a useful member for 
tragedy ; but he should avoid such charac- 














three have most unquestionable charms, and 


ters as Bassanio, in the Merchant of Venice, 
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The parts in that which deserve praise are 
Mr. Lansdown’s Shylock, Mr. Alderton’s 
Portia, Mr. Brown’s Gratiano, Mr. Dickens’s 
Duke, and Mr. Crisp’s Antonio: but the 
latter gentleman should not whimper quite 
so much when he tries to look affected or 
grieved ; however, he played St. Pierre, in 
next piece very tastefully, and Mr. Dickens 
seems well suited to a subtle villainous 
character. Mr. Placid, in [Ul be your 
Second, was very clever; so was Mr. Brown, 
as George Lovell. Mr. Alderton is quite 
capable of being the “old man” of the 
company, by his delineation: of General 
Balcour. Bryant and. Stalke were well 
played by Messrs. Dickens and Honiss; so 
was Trotter by Mr. Higginson—that gentle- 
man has not studied the proper use of the 
letter “‘H" yet. Messrs, Crisp and Dickens 
are well suited to play together; but Mr. 
Crisp should not try his heavy parts, as his 
voice is not deep enough. | 

If you should deem this worthy of a place 
in your journal, you will oblige 

Yours, truly, 
One or THE AUDIENCE. 


DRURY LANE MANAGEMENT. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Jourgal. 


Sir,—You may be surprised at the heading 
of this letter, but I hope to prove, by facts, 
the justice of its title. 

1 had the good fortune to obtain the other 
day a Renter’s free-admission for the present 
season, and accordingly went to Drury 
Lane to have my name registered, It will 
not be thought singular if I say I went 
in the evening about six o’clock (being en- 
gaged in the City during the day. On ap- 
plying at the stage-door I was introduced to 
one whose outward appearance the immor- 
tal bard has pictured “‘ The fair round belly, 
arid good capon lined, with eyes severe,” so 
I presented him my free-admission—he 
stared :— 

“What's this cried he?” and turned the 
r o'er, e 

‘* A free-admission,” replied I (speaking 
lower.) imc 

“A free-admission, at this time of night! 
Sir, you are wrong, at least, this is not 
right. You ought to have come five hours 

o. Alas, it is of no use now,” 

“My friend,” quoth I, “if that is true, 
tis a pity, for at that time I am working in 
the City.” , 











“* What's that to us?” he said.. “ We do 
not care if you are working in the City or 
elsewhere. On Wednesdays and Saturdays 
you'll find the treasurer there to please your 
mind. Be sure you come 'twixt twelve and 
two, for no other time will do for you.” 

So wishing my old friend adieu, I thought 
of Brutus and of Brooke's debut. 

**Am I to lose so grand a sight because 
they will not register at night ?” 

One Saturday after I did contrive to leave 
the East at one, and then to drive to Drury 
Lane, and there I found the treasurer, a 
sedate, profound. The writ was right, and 
what could I wish for more? The time 
was right, not as it was before; so handing 
him the paper, with great glee, I registered 
my name—he took the fee. 

I have endeavoured to point out in the fore- 
ing, how necessary. it is to alter these un- 
reasonable hours. Is it possible for City 
men (for City men the greater portion of 
the Renters are) to leave their business for 
such a matter and at such a time. I cannot 
applaud too highly the many good and 
beneficial measures Mr. E. T. Smith has 
carried out ; but I hope, sir, he will see the 
injustice of the present rule of registering 
our names. ms 

I take this opportunity to thank your 
correspondent ‘‘ Captain Macheath” for 
his good wishes towards Mr. Brooke's 
Theatrical School, and sincerely hope he 
will not only subscribe to it nimself, but get 
those whom he has any influence with to 
subscribe likewise. 

‘I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Horspur. 


AN ANSWER TO “J, WESTERN.” 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Mr. Eptror.—I hold a paltry excuse to be 
as worthless as no excuse at all: and I con- 
sider “J, W.’s” so, as his is wholly un- 
founded. To confess an error is to excuse 
one’s self, but to persist in error is’ as stub- 
born as it is unworthy in one who publicly 
avows an opinion. Not to occupy space in 
your columns, which may perhaps be better 
filled than with such a dispute; being 
obliged, I will dispose of this matter in a, 
few words as possible. Thus, then, whey 
we speak of “ Who is the best comedian ? » 
we do not mix up light and low comedian, 
together, like dice, but treat them distinctly, 
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one from the other. I should as soon think 
of classing Macready or Brooke with Wigan, 
as Wigan with Harley and Buckstone: 
their lines are totally different, and not to 
be compared with the other. “J. W.,” 
however, says—‘ I have seen it mentioned 
in your Journal that Wigan was the best 
comedian. J certuinly think Harley rises 





far above him, and even Buckstone’s acting 
is far superior.” If I am nor Greek nor 
Dutch, understanding not English, I affirm 
that what I urged in my letter holds good 
and was called for. 

One more word : egotism is a thing to be 
avoided in a public journal, and, as regards 


whether “ J, W. was a mere straggler that | wm 


happened to buy the Theairical Journal 
one week and make himself busy by writing 
the next;” and that the said ‘*J. W.” has 
“taken the Journal for a great number of 
years, and shall continue to do so;” and, 
moreover, “can A, J, W. say as much?” 
I can only say that, although not so old as 
Methusaleh, or the Man in the Moon, I and 
my family take several volumes a year, and, 
if not of such ancient date as “J. W.’s” 
claims, shall, no doubt, by being yet modern, 


I am Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A.J. W. 


PROVINCIALS. 


i Lapa: eof Ramee H, areas = oy my 
oyaL.—In the engagement of Mr. Henry Betty, 
the talented tra; wt Mr. Sidney has afforded 
the public another proof of his spirited and en- 
terprising management. On Monday night he 
received a very hearty—a very enthusiastic re- 
ception from a large and highly respectable 
audience. The play was that grand creation of 
eg With Mr. Betty’s abilities 
we reviously been padichgron f impressed, 
and on Monday night we went to the theatre in 
full anticipation of a treat. We had by no meats. 
calculated “ without our host.” A treat of no 
common order we did enjoy, for Mr. Betty gave 
us one of the best delineations of this difficult 
character which we have ever witnessed. It was 
quite apparent that he had studied his part with 
the most scrupulous care and assiduity, else he 
could not have arrived at that fine appreciation 
—that classic conception of the character which 
from first to last he displayed. Each successive 
scene was a successive triumph of Mr. Betty’s 
tragic powers, and the audience rightly judged 
so, for they were rapturous in the plaudits ry 
bestowed. In action he was admirable, in ex- 
pression all that could be desired, in utterance 
-highly elocutional. In his portrayal of the deep 














i heig hts of passion, he was.equally successful. 
ey anquet scene his on shone out with 
a Fs ar effect—no Kigcready could, have 
achieved a greater triunt genius. 
The closing scene, tonyet Bach's ply career 
was reality: Sige ~ Sal e.vietim of 
spolim highly of” Mn Betty’e tents aad exer. 
8 , nts and exer- 
tions, but, mot more hi ~ his. merits 
deserve. At the close of the there 


audience i 
mer, as ¥ Macbeth, acquitted: herself well, 
and Mr, Bi oun made a creditable appearance 
as Macduff. t night the play was Othello, 
and the character of the Moor, by Mr. Betty, 
was a decidedly successful effort. He was well 
supported by Mr. J. F. Young, as Iago, and Miss 

ortimer, as Teskuasiins the Batty appears 
for three nights more. 


SuHErrretp.—THEATRE Royat.-Slavery, men- 
tioned in our last, still draws crowded houses. 
Miss Clara St. Gasse, as Eva, and acts with 
much effect. Miss Whynne’s ize is a careful 
‘rendered impersonation. Miss F. 
Wallack, as Casey, has not much to do, but is 
effective. . Moorhouse succeeds admi- 
rably as Legree; in the course burst of brutal 
anger, the tone and action of the Yankee slave- 
dealer are ‘never lost. The other principal cha- 
racters are sustained by Miss Manvers, Miss 
Robertson, Mr. Diddear, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. 
Calhean. On Friday the 27th, the performances 
were by desire and under the patronage of the 
Sheffield Squadron of the First West York 
Yeor avalry. The attendance was. the 
most br tand fashionable ofthe season. The 
pieces were Father Paul and The Lost Son—both 
new. 
.| MaccrxsFrzitp.—Taratre Roya..—The 
of Lyons, Hamlet, Olives Twist, Margaret Catch- 
pole, and the drama called The: Duty of Jack 
Ketch, have been performed here during t 
week, but the theatre has not been so ‘well at 
tended as formerly, owing to the inefficiency of 
the company. Mr. Vivash, who has just joined 
the company, is a great addition, he being a care- 
ful and talented actor. 


On Monday evening last the Thespian Ama- 
teurs gave a correct representation of The 
Mystletoe Bough and the Lady and the Devil; 
each character was. delineated with force and 
feeling. Mr. Coatman’s Lord Lovell was ren- 
dered in a very superior style—we never saw him 
to better advantage. Miss Lees and Mr. Atkin 
were the life and soul of the last-named piece ; 
their acting was highly appreciated by a numerous 
and intelligent audience, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


Miss Juzia Hartanp.—This pleasing vocalist 
is engaged to sustain the character of Lucy Ber- 
tram in the operatic play of Guy Mannering at 
the Haymarket Theatre. Miss Cushman will 


Meg Merrilies, one of the most picturesque and 

















but transient visitings of remorse, and the tower- 








powerful of her dramatic delineations. _ 
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Mr. Lovs, tHe Potyruonist.—We perceive 
that this gentleman, whose rare talent as a poly- 
phonist and ventriloquits is recognised in every 
part of the United Kingdom, is about to produce 
an entirely new entertainment, called The London 
Season, on Thursday’ next, at the theatre, 17, 
Edward Street, Portman Square. 

Po.ytrcunic.— An extensive collection of 
beautiful coloured photographic’ pictures, -pre- 
pared especially for the Institution by M. Ferrere, 
of Paris, are exhibited, in addition to the gigan- 
tic photographic pictures, magnified on a surface 
of one thousand square feet. 

Esquimaux Natives.—These native Esqui- 
maux, the first ever seen in London, are shown 
at the Lowther-arcade Exhibition-rooms. The 
attention that has been recently called to this 
remote region of the north, by the recent explo-: 
rations of Captain Inglefield and other Arctic 
navigators, will confer an additional interest on 
those novel importations, 

Deatu or Mapame Wuarrton,—It is our pain- 
ful duty to announce the melancholy death of the 
above talented and gifted lady, which took place 
at her residence, in Exchange Street, Maccles- 
field, on Thusday last, under the most painful 
circumstances. It appears that she came over 
to this town, intending to perform at her hus- 
band’s benefit, (who was Clown for Eaton Stone’s 
Circus), when she was seized with fever which 
terminated her existence after a few days illness. 





AMERICAN THEATRICALS. 


Burton’s.—Tom Taylor’s comedy of Masks 
and Faces continues to attract large audiences to 
this theatre. Miss C. Mitchell, who personates 
the character of Peg Woffington, is said to have 
made: a hit, and is considered rather a clever 
actress. Mr. Fisher’s Triplet (the straved author) 
is one pf the most telling pieces of acting in the 
' The other characters are well sustained. 

atLac’s.—A new production at this theatre, 
entitled The Curiosities of Literature, has been 
rendered very attractive by the excellent acting 
of Mr. Walcot. A Pretty Piece of Business, by 
Morton, and The Bachelor of Arts, by Tom Taylor 
are in rehearsal. 


“ADVERTISEMENTS. 








© THEATRICAL AMATEURS.—TO BE SOLD an 
excellent lot of Properties for Low Comedy, sufficient 
to dress any charaster, including a capital stock of Hats 
and Caps of various shapes and Colours. The whole in 
good condition, the Hats being nearly new. Price for the 
ot, £3 10s. Apply immediately, as the advertiser leaves 
England in a few days, first by letter, to A. Z., Post Office, 
Clerkenwell Green. Enclose a Stamp foranswer. N.B.— 
The above presents a desirable opportunity for any one 
about to enter the profession. 
HE STAGE—THOSE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
who have a desire to adopt the Stage as a Profession 
or for amusement, may be instructed in all the necessary 
acguirements by a gentleman of experience in the Profes- 
sion, who is at present disengaged. ‘The advertiser's 
method of teaching is divested of mannerism and affecta- 
tion. Parties about to enter the Profession may be supplied 
with a list of Properties, and such information as would 
be of great benefit to the novice. Apply in the first instance 
by letter, with real name and addfess (which will be con- 
sidered as strictly confidential) to B. C., care of Mr. Con- 
uest, Stationer, 44, U North Place, Gray’s Inn Road. 





erms exceedingly moderate. Please to enclose a Stamp 
for answer. 


(ee NET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL STREET, 

Kino’s Cornss. Performances weekly and sometimes 
at shorter intervals. Persons desirous of Training for 
the Stage, ot performing for amusement, will be afforded 
evety facility. Members Subscription, 5s. per quarter. 
The Saloon pe kg to the Members every evening, 
from 8 to 10 o'clock, Casts of Characters in performance 
and preparation continually exhibited, and the expences 
very moderate, including Dresses, &c. The female cha- 
racters cast by the Manager only. Clubs or parties can 
engage the Establishment for Five Guineas, (including 
two rehearsals) and covering Dresses and ail other expences, 
exceptitig printing. Wig and make-up. 6d. per each cha- 
racter. ‘Application, if by letter, to be pre-paid, to Mr. 
- Daypey, at the Theatre, or at No. 12, Baker Street. 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Thi® 
magnificently re-decorated Suite of; Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the /argest and best 
Bali Room in London.. Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up ina superior style, 163 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
@eil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ La Sonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
mermoor,” * Les Huguenots,” * Puritani,” &c. And 
a gtand Christmas programme of Dance Music, including, 
the ‘*Clown’s,” ‘ Distribution,” ‘ Sultan,” * Osborne” 
and “ Nice Young Maidens’” Qudrilles. The “ Violante” 
and “ Princess Mary’s”” Waltzes. The “ British Queen,” 
“Cadogan,” and “Great Nugget” Polkes. The “ Con- 
stance”’ and “Koh-i-noor” Galops, &c. Doors open at 
High o’clock and close at Twelve, Admission 1s, 
. Bs The Proprietor begs to announce that his LAST 
BAL MASQUE this season, is fixed for Thursday, Feb, 
9th. Gentlemens’ Ticket, 5s. Ladys’ Ticket, 3s. each. 





HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has mn honour:d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





URREY MUSIC HALL, Southwark Bridge Road.— 
Testimonial to Mr. W. Warde. To be presented on 
the Night of Wednesday, Februazy 8th, 1854. It is pro- 
posed by the Proprietor and several Gentlemen, old fre- 
cw -nee of this Hall, to present Mr. W. WARDE witha 
‘estimonial, as a memento of respect and esteem in appre- 
ciation of ‘his talent and indefatigable exertions for upwards 
of 13 Years, as a Comic Singer and Writer, of this Estab- 
lishment,—during which period producing from his genius 
an inexhaustible Fund of Amusement; a succession of 
Comic Novelties and Performances, including 600 different 
| Songs, Sung by him on the Surrey Music Hall Boards, 
together with his urbanity of manners, philanthropic dis- 
pouition. and ability in all Charitable matters, have gained 
him the highest admiration by the Patrons and Visitors 
of this popular Concert Hall, Messrs. Ashton and Graham, 
Surrey Music Hall, Treasurers. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months .........00-sc0e008 One Shilling. 
Six MOMths  ....00 rereeeee ee. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months......... s+. Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes- 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black, 
friar’s road; Gilbert, Paternoster Rew; ww and Wilson- 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; andall Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats: and Mr- 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in any of the Provincia! 
Towns. 


London; Printed by H. M. Pouzerr, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—February Ist, 1854. 
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